
 
News Release  Port of Felixstowe  
     Tomline House, The Dock, Felixstowe 
  Suffolk, IP11 3SY, United Kingdom 
  Tel : +44 (0)1394 604500 
  Fax: +44 (0)1394 604949 
  www.portoffelixstowe.co.uk 

    

           1   

 
 
 
 
Port of Felixstowe Holds 
Groundbreaking Ceremony 

 

 
1st September 2008  
 
The Port of Felixstowe will today [1st 
September 2008] hold a groundbreaking 
ceremony to mark the formal 
commencement of the Felixstowe South 
Reconfiguration project. 
 
Performed by John Meredith, Group Managing Director of Hutchison Port Holdings, 
the ceremony was attended by a range of port customers and local dignitaries, as 
well as representatives of Costain, the contractors for the project.  
 
Costain was appointed in May to construct what will be the UK’s first new deep 
water container capacity when it comes on stream in 2010. Work to date has 
concentrated on the demolition of a number of old buildings and warehouses. Dug 
by hand in 1882, the Dock Basin is the oldest part of the Port of Felixstowe and 
handled its first import in 1886. 
 
John Meredith commented: 
 
“The expansion of the Port of Felixstowe is of great strategic importance in the 
European market and Hutchison Port Holdings fully supports this development 
which is critical to secure early deep water capacity for the UK market.”  
 
Chris Lewis, Chief Executive Officer of Hutchison Ports UK Limited, which owns the 
Port of Felixstowe, added: 
 
“This is a significant day for the Port of Felixstowe and marks the beginning of a 
new era in our development. Whilst we are already able to accommodate the 
largest vessels on the market, the Felixstowe South project will enable us to handle 
more vessels simultaneously, resulting in even better facilities for our customers 
and securing our position as the UK’s number one port.”  
 
 
 
Continued… 
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When fully operational, the Felixstowe South development will create more than 600 
direct jobs, with an additional 860 in associated industries. The Port of Felixstowe, 
already one of the largest employers in the UK’s Eastern region, is a major driver of 
the local economy and contributes some £100 million to it each year in wages 
alone. The first phase of the redevelopment is scheduled to open in April 2010, with 
the second phase expected to be operational by 2014. 
 

 
ENDS 

 
Note to Editors: 
 
For further information please contact Paul Davey, Head of Corporate Affairs, on 
Tel. No: +44 (0)1394 604987, Fax No: +44 (0)1394 604943 or E-mail: 
daveyps@hpuk.co.uk www.portoffelixstowe.co.uk 
 
Port of Felixstowe (PFL) is the largest container port in the UK, and one of the 
largest in Europe. PFL is a member of the Hutchison Port Holdings (HPH) Group, a 
subsidiary of the multinational conglomerate Hutchison Whampoa Limited (HWL). 
HPH is the world's leading port investor, developer and operator with interests in a 
total of 47 ports, spanning 24 countries throughout Asia, the Middle East, Africa, 
Europe, the Americas and Australasia. HPH also owns a number of transportation-
related service companies. 
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